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In mid-April, Venezuelan President Rafael Caldera pardoned another 22 officers who had
participated in the unsuccessful coup d'etat attempts against former president Carlos Andres Perez.
Approximately 500 army and air force officers took part in the two coup attempts, which occurred in
February and November 1992. Before Caldera took office, 263 soldiers had already been pardoned
and released from detention. During his electoral campaign, and since his inauguration in February,
Caldera has repeatedly insisted that his commitment to grant pardons to all officers who remain in
prison for their role in the uprisings will not exacerbate the serious divisions that have plagued the
military since the two attempted coups.
On April 16, Caldera issued pardons for 13 officers, all of whom had participated in the Nov. 27,
1992, coup attempt. One week later, he pardoned and released nine officers who had recently
returned to the country from Peru. After the November 1992 coup attempt, 35 members of the
Venezuelan military fled to Peru, where they were given asylum. Until recently, they had refused
to return to Venezuela to face charges stemming from the military action. All told, thirteen coup
participants are still in Peru, although they are expected to return to Venezuela soon, while only
about a dozen officers remain in Venezuelan prisons in connection with the 1992 uprisings.
Until recently, none of the handful of officers who planned and led the two coup attempts had
been pardoned. However, on March 26, Ret. Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez was released from jail. Chavez
led the Feb. 4, 1992 attempt and is the head of the Movimiento Bolivariano Revolucionario 200
(MBR-200). The Caldera administration also released the second most visible leader of the February
coup, Ret. Lt. Col. Francisco Arias Cardenas. In fact, on April 26, President Caldera named Arias
widely considered to have been the intellectual author of the February coup to head a government
assistance program for infants and mothers.
Chavez, a charismatic personality who captured the imagination of the public after his role in the
unsuccessful coup attempt, wasted no time after his release in regaining the limelight. On April
12, just three weeks after his presidential pardon, Chavez gave a press conference in which he
warned the Caldera government that new military uprisings could occur and said Venezuela was
ripe for a revolution if the people's demands for profound political and economic changes were not
addressed.
Chavez called on Caldera to convoke elections for a constituent assembly to confront the crisis the
nation is facing. Chavez said that in forming the MBR-200 his hope was to create an international
network of individuals and organizations working for profound change. He admitted that his
movement is still in a period of formation, "of drawing up a coherent ideology that incorporates
economic and political models that respond to the needs of the large social base that is suffering
from an unjust distribution of income." Chavez said his international contacts do not include any
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 56826
ISSN: 1060-4189

guerrilla groups in Latin America, although he added that he felt a strong affinity with Mexico's
Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN). Responding to Chavez's comments, Interior Minister
Ramon Escovar declared that neither a revolution nor a military coup were likely in Venezuela.
However, Escovar also said that Chavez had the right to express his opinions, adding that the former
military leader still has a chance to make a positive contribution to "the peace and development of
the country."
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